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MINI- MEMOS: 


‘Oh, He’s more than that!” 

That was the response I received from a 
woman in Sydney, Australia, last fall as we 
talked about the Lord. 

This woman came after church to comment 
on the services and the blessing of the Lord. I 
countered with, ‘God is good, isn’t He?”” Then 
she overwhelmed me with her eloquent 
response. 

And she went on to say, “Why, there should 
be a new word just for Him; one that has never 
been used before for anyone else; one that we 
could use for Him.” 

I had to agree. 

“God is good” is rather an inadequate ex- 
pression of His character, and almost unap- 
propriate to express His love. The enrichment 
of life which He brings everyday to the Chris- 
tian is immeasurable. 


Mount Vernon Bible College announced the 
resignation of Dr. Harold. E. Helms who will 
assume a new ministry as Associate Pastor in 
Decatur, Il. Dr. Helms has served the school 
since 1965 as Dean of Students and a member 
of the faculty, 

LIFE Bible College, Canada, students spent 
their October Thanksgiving Weekend 
ministering in northern British Columbia at 
Skeena Crossing among the Indian works there. 

Chaplain Larry G. Sellers, US Navy, with 
his wife, Jennifer, recently were assigned to 
Norfolk, Va. Chaplain Joseph A. Marchbanks 
and family were reassigned this past summer to 
US Army post Ft. Sill, Ok. Chaplain John R. 
Meyer and family continue to minister at 
Castle Air Force Base, near Atwater, Ca. 
Chaplain Mike Matheny currently serves as 
chaplain to the Area Confinement Facility at 
Ft. Bragg, N.C. 

The second Camp Radford reunion is 
scheduled March 1, to include pioneer campers 
and their families. Coordinating this evening is 
Donald Stauffer, 2765 East Florence Ave., 
Huntington Park, Ca., 90255. 

Karl Williams, founder and president of 
CFM (Council of Foursquare Men) since 1959, 
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Have you tried to define His goodness and 
greatness to someone this week with only your 
words? But God does give us another dimen- 
sion whereby He is measured by others — our 
lives. 

Paul reminded the Philippians that he was 
“. .ready for anything and equal to anything 
through Him Who infuses inner strength into 
me...” (Phil. 4:13, Amplified). That’s all we 
need. 

The Chinese character for crisis is made up 
of two symbols — one meaning “‘danger’’ and 
the other ‘‘opportunity.”” That well might sum 
up 1975. To the unbeliever, it spells danger. To 
the Christian, opportunity is already present 
for good days to share His goodness. 

‘Oh, He’s more than that!’’ Yes, whatever 
we can say, He is more. And we are “‘self- 
sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency.” 


recently resigned from this position. Mr. 
Williams will continue to serve on the CFM 
International Committee Jack Saffell, 
Escondido, Ca., masonry contractor and 
member of the Foursquare Church in that city, 
was elected as International President to 
succeed Karl Williams. 


A Moment From History 

Tuesday, 9:00 A.M., February 6, 1923. 

‘Angelus Evangelistic Training Institute, a 
school for the practical training of evangelists 
for the harvest fields of life, was opened amid 
songs and prayers, shouting and tears, as the 
power of God filled the classrooms.”’ 

Classes for this school, later renamed 
Lighthouse of International Foursquare 
Evangelism, L.I.F.E., were held in the Lemoyne 
Street parsonage. This first semester enrolled 
105 students. 


A Minute in Memory 
Saturday, 2:30 P.M., February 22, 1975. 
A Cornerstone Ceremony will be held on 
this day to celebrate the 50th year of L.I.F.E. 
Bible College and to project the future, mark- 
ing this date in history as a memorial for 
following generations, as the Lord tarries. 
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Dr. Vincent R. Bird, International Director 
of Youth and Christian Education, announces 
the appointment of Rev. Dan Ussery to the 
position as Director of Youth Ministries for the 
Foursquare Church. 

In his announcement, Dr. Bird stated, ‘“Dan 
possesses a fine, positive attitude and vision 
toward youth and their ministry in today’s 
church and world. His coming to the Inter- 
national Department is providential in its tim- 
ing, and I am delighted to have Dan join us in 
this ministry.” 

Rev. Ussery and his wife, Priscilla, began 
their youth ministry while still at LIFE Bible 
College, when they served the Azusa, Ca. 
Foursquare Church. In 1972 they became 
directors of youth in Colorado Springs, Co., 
and the following year were appointed as 
Midwest District Youth Ministers, a position 
they have filled until their move to California 
in November. 

In accepting this new ministry, Rev. Ussery 
confirmed, ‘‘God’s direction in bringing us to 
Los Angeles and to this new ministry was very 
unexpected. But, we are sure of His leading and 
looking forward to His continual guidance. 

“Today's challenge to and for youth in- 
creases. We believe they are a vital part of the 
church ministry, and should be trained and 
challenged for today’s involvement. Too, we 


look forward to assisting to train adult leaders 
who can competently minister to youth. 

“Our vision also includes a continuing and 
accelerating participation of our Foursquare 
youth in the task of world-wide evangelism. 
We believe youth today are equal to these 
challenges.” 

Rev. Jim Hayford, who formerly served in 
this ministry and who presently ministers as an 
associate pastor in the Van Nuys Foursquare 
Church, will continue into the spring, his 
writing assignment of youth programming 
tools, completing the 2-year program of the 
Youth Action Album and Adult Advisor's 
Guide. 


February is Convention Month. 

Feb. 13-15 - ICL - International Center for 
Learning, and the International Department of 
Youth and Christian Education co-sponsor a 
special Christian education seminar for all 
Foursquare Churches. Registrations are being 
received now for this conference which will be 


STATEMENT OF FAITH 
International Church of the Foursquare Gospel 
This we believe ... 
. the Bible is the inspired Word of God. 
God is triune — Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 
... that man fell through disobedience. 
. Christ died for us. 
.. salvation is through grace. 
. in daily Christian life. 
.. in baptism by immersion. 
.. in the Lord’s supper. 
. in the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
.. in divine healing. 
. that the Second Coming of Christ is both 
imminent and personal. 
. in the final judgment. 
. in heaven and hell. 
. that the church is responsible to evangelize 
all nations. 
. in tithes and offerings to support the Lord’s 
work. 


held at LIFE Bible College, Los Angeles. 

Feb. 17 - FACS - Foursquare Association of 
Christian Schools holds its annual convention 
at Angelus Temple beginning at 9:00. All 
those involved with, or interested in, the Chris- 
tian day school program, are invited to register 
and attend this all-day event. 

Feb. 19-25 - International Foursquare 
Convention, at Angelus Temple. Ask your 
pastor about being a delegate from your 


church. 


IEFS: 


Blessings Unlimited, George W. Weber, Revell; 
$2.95. 

George Weber, the assistant pastor of the 
Harbor City Foursquare Church, in his new 
book challenges readers to live in God’s plan 
for them to be healthy, prosperous and happy, 
and to dare to ask God to move mountains. 
Here is a spiritual guide that teaches you how 
to cash in on the bank of heaven and withdraw 
the blessings God has stored there just for the 
asking. 

Order from the Foursquare Bookshop. 
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At the time, the Chaplain’s prayer that God 
would direct their mine-sweeper into the har- 
bor at Wonsan, Korea, did not have a great deal 
of significance to Jack Saffell, a young Navy 
man. Their ship, in charge of the sweepers and 
the first craft to enter this harbor, led in cutting 
loose the mines. It was risky. 

It was after they returned — the only ship of 
the three to come back — that Jack began to 
wonder. 

“We had asked Someone to guide us in 
there; Someone other than the captain of our 
ship. It occurred to me that we had not thanked 
God for His direction when safety was 
assured.” 

But this incident was to play a great part in 
preparing Jack to become a Christian. “I guess 
I was ready then; the Lord had begun to soften 
me up. And! knew my wife was praying, too.” 

Jack and Vi Saffell met at a baseball game. 
About a year later they were married. Plans to 
establish their home were delayed, however, 
for 12 hours after their wedding Jack unex- 
pectedly received orders for transfer to another 
ship, and was bound for Korea. The tour, 
which was to be 3 months, lasted 14 months. 

Upon discharge, Jack took his “bride” to 
visit his family in the little Ohio mining town 
where he was raised. His sister had just visited 
an evangelistic meeting in Pittsburg, and had 
come back relating the message about the com- 
ing of the Lord. 

‘About midnight I awoke and felt the con- 
viction of the Spirit. I roused Vi and said, 
‘Honey, I think I should accept the Lord, now.’ 
I knelt down beside the bed and she prayed 
with me.” 

After returning to Escondido, California to 
live, the Saffells were invited to the Foursquare 
Church. They had heard of the full gospel, but 
did not realize during these early visits that this 
message and experience would become theirs. 

Jack secured a job with a construction com- 
pany. One day the boss asked Jack if he’d like 
to learn to lay brick. He was handed a trowel, 
hammer and level, and this began Jack’s 
masonry career. 


jack = 
bricklayer with bases loaded 


“Several years later God nudged us to es- 
tablish our own business, and from the begin- 
ning He blessed.”’ 

The Saffell Masonry Company has a reputa- — 
tion for honesty and fairness, and the soul 
working relationships. 

‘People have told me, ‘You can’t be a Chris- 
tian and be a contractor.’ We have seen this is 
all wrong! There are times when business 
associates have asked us to add a little more toa 
job, or shave here. We have found that these 
have been opportunities for positive witness. 


: 


I’ve never lost a job as a_ result of refusing to — 


compromise. In fact, God has given us work 
because of our stand. Sometimes I feel like a 
chaplain to the men I deal with. God gives op- 
portunity after opportunity for witness. We 
don’t always win them, but we try always to 
leave a testimony. We may be their only con- 
tact with the Gospel. 

“There have been the tests, too. At times I’ve 
thought I’d have to quit contracting. But Vi 
and I would pray about it. And if I’d have to 
have the money the next day, we learned to run 
to the mailbox. The check would be there. 

‘IT remember a time when we completed a 
commercial building and the billing ran into 
several thousand dollars. We did not receive 
our money, and it was becoming a desperate 
situation. 

“Vi and I prayed specifically for this, and felt 
sure God had heard us. Sure enough, the check 
came the next day. I realized again that I havea 
Partner in the business with me. 

“In another case a job was completed for 


» 
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more than 2 years, and still we did not receive — 


payment. The general contractor claimed a 
default in contract, but we knew we had cared 
for our part of it. So we prayed. 

“Not only did the money come, but we also 


; 
: 


received substantial interest for that 2-year | 


‘investment!’ ” 


The Saffell home is often the center of ac- i 
tivity for friends and business associates. 
Employees who come by the house to pick up — 


their checks can be sure Vi Saffell will be look- 


ing for an opportunity to witness. 


“One former employee came to the house 
one evening in deep need. His tiny son was fac- 
ing brain surgery. We had witnessed to him 
before, but wondered if we ‘got through.’ 
Guess the Lord was proving us. 


“When we moved into our house, we 
dedicated it to the Lord. We’re glad we can use 
it for Him.” 


At home with Jack and Vi are their four 
children, ranging in ages from 7 to 19. 

“We're so glad our children love the Lord. At 
night after we've shared together as a family, 
and we open the door to tell them good night, it 
is not unusual for us to see Kathy and Pam 
reading their Bibles. That's a thrill. 

“God has seen us through some real crises in 
our family, too. 

“In fact, last year we learned Pam had a cur- 
vature of the spine. She was wearing a brace 
when she left for the youth retreat, but was 
carrying it when she returned, saying, ‘Dad, 
God healed me.’ 

“T don’t know if it was a lack of faith, or that 
we had just spent several hundred dollars for 
that brace. | confess I encouraged her to wear 
it. 

“She and her mother went to the doctor for a 
new examination. Pam testified to the doctor 
about her healing, and the X-rays showed a 
straight spine! 

“Jack, our 14-year-old, was diagnosed with 
a defective heart valve when he was 8, This 
would have limited his activities, which to me 
was doubly uncomfortable. I looked forward to 
my boys being involved in sports, as well as 
being well and healthy. We always played 
together and Jack wanted to be in school and 
summer league activities, But God took care of 
that; today he is as strong as the other boys,” 


Two years ago the Saffells were shocked to 
learn that Mother Vi was facing, a cancer sur- 
gery. She recalls, “It was one of the most 
traumatic experiences we've had, But we went 
through it together, with the Lord, We have 
learned that each day you walk with Him, It 
has made a big difference in our lives and in 
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our home. We appreciate each day and each 
other more.” 

Jack ‘‘amen’s’’ that, too. ‘“Without the Lord 
in these times of crises, there is no way we 
could have made it. In each case without a 
miracle from Him there was no hope for 
recovery. But, God never fails.”’ 

With a special smile Jack continues, ‘‘God 
has given me a good wife, who has always 
wanted me to serve the Lord. She is such a help 
in our business and a positive witness as well in 
her own ministry with the Christian Women’s 
Clubs. I realize how much I need her support.”’ 


Jack’s activities with city league sports has 
been another opportunity for witness. 

Young Tim has been the mascot for his dad's 
team for several years. Jack managed a Pony 
League team to victory 3 years ago, and last 
year was appointed president of the league, and 
honored as ‘President of the Year” in the city. 

“This was another chance for witness. It 
opened a door to serve on the Escondido Youth 
Board which determines city youth programs 
and activities. When you want to serve God, 
it’s challenging how He works.” 


Although always active in the community, 
the Saffells have established the priorities of 
their home and church ministries, From the 
beginning Jack and Vi have served the Lord 
through the church's Christian school, where 
he still serves on the board. For several years 
they served as youth directors in the church, 
Jack has also invested hours in district camps 
and men’s ministries. 

About his new ministry as President of the 
Council of Foursquare Men, Jack states, “In 
the 20 years that | have been a Christian, God 
never spoke more directly to me than when He 
called me to work with men, 

“When God directed me to accept the CFM 
position, and | realized it might take me from 
home and my business, I asked the Lord, ‘Well, 
Lord, who is going to run my business?’ God 
gave me three men who can do it as well as | 
can, He's with us,” 


What kinds of translations are there? 


Sam Middlebrook, Professor of Biblical 
languages, LIFE Bible College, Los Angeles: 
The first of the several primary kinds of 
translations is the regular, represented by the 
King James and Revised Standard Versions. 
These are generally accepted as translations 
which closely interpret the original languages 
and are used publicly because of their smooth 
reading. 

The literal translations attempt to bring a 

word-for-word translation into English. These 
are more difficult to read aloud for they sound 
formal or stilted. 
Frances Rottman, Early childhood department 
coordinator, Angelus Temple, and formerly an 
editorial assistant in the Gospel Light 
Publications Early Childhood Division: In our 
work, we often use the paraphrased 
translations. While we recognize that the 
originators here have brought a thought-by- 
thought translation, not word-for-word 
presentation, we know that the main words 
and thoughts are there. 

Simplified versions also are good for 
children for they are simple in word text. They 
are also good for those just learning English. 

I find myself often going to the expanded 
translations, such as the Amplified Version, to 
get together as many possible meanings as | 
can. This is also very thought provoking in my 
own personal Bible study. 


Why do we need several translations? 


S.M.: Because so few of us speak Greek or 
Hebrew, the original languages of the Scrip- 
tures. 

If all of us knew these languages, we could 
just read the prophets, or the other great men 
of the Old Testament, and the New Testament 
apostles, too. But it is almost impossible to 
think of most of us learning two more 
languages. So, we settle for something less than 
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the best — a translation. 

F.R.: I personally need them. King James 
language does not always make the verse clear 
for me, and therefore it is more difficult to — 
apply it to my everyday life. When I have 
taken time to read the same verse from several 
translations I can better apply it. 

Also, in our ministry of adapting the Bible 
for children, we need translations. It is impor- 
tant to get a clear picture of the Bible story so it 
can be presented in simple, concise words that 
a child will understand. 

An example of a modern translation 
simplifying the meaning to the understanding 
of a 2-year old is the Bible verse in Matthew 
5:12. In the King James it reads, “Rejoice and 
be exceedingly glad.” Living Bible says, “Be 
very glad.”” This little one can learn this, un- 
derstand it, and most importantly, also begin to 
pick up the concepts of the Christian life. 
S.M.: Too, our language is constantly chang- 
ing. Some words that are used in the King 
James have changed completely in their mean- 
ing. An example is the word “conversation” 
often found in the New Testament. It does not 
mean only what you say but what you do. 

In I Thessalonians 5:14, when Paul says 
‘comfort the feeble-minded” this is not an en- 
couragement to go out and work in insane 
asylums. Rather, the word means “‘faint- 
hearted’; people who give up easily. 

And in the Psalms when David speaks of 
“preventing the dawn” he doesn’t mean we 
should hold it back. The word “prevent” — 
meant to “come before” to ‘get up early.’’ So — 
he means getting up before dawn. 


What about the reliability of modern 
translations? 


F.R.: Mr. Middlebrook might better speak to — 
this. However, I depend upon the people who © 
did the translation. What are their 
qualifications? That is the first thing I look for. | 
What is their spiritual enlightenment? Their — 
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associations; their purpose for translating? 
S.M.: Good! Also, in reality the newer 
translations might be more reliable than those 
which are several hundred years old. 

For example, when the King James Version 
was translated in 1611, very few manuscripts 
were available to authenticate the original 
meaning of words. Today, we have several 
hundred, including the Dead Sea Scrolls dis- 
covered in the 1940’s which have added an 
amazing amount of understanding to the Old 
Testament. 

Better and older Greek texts have brought 
light to bear on previously less-understood 
portions. So, continually we need new 
translations. 


However, haven’t modern translations also met 
with some opposition? 


S.M.: Most people are not aware that generally 
new translations of the Bible have been met 
with great opposition through the years. 

In the early days of the church when Jerome 
first translated a new version of the Latin text, 
he was widely persecuted because the people 
were familiar with older Latin translations. 

And the King James Bible. When it first 
appeared, tremendous opposition came. Many 
felt it was not in accordance with God’s Word, 
because they had been familiar with older 
English translations. To them, ‘‘God’s Word” 
was the English translation they had been 
using up to that time. 

But, I think it is good, too, that new 
translations have generally been looked at very 
carefully. It is important that we take a good 
look at every one. 

F.R.: Isn’t it also true that some biased 
“translations” have inserted doctrines of men? 
S.M.: There have been some special interest 
translations, such as the New World Transla- 
tion of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. But for any 
book that claims to be a translation of the 
Hebrew and Christian Scriptures, we have an 
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objective witness in the original Hebrew and 
Greek texts. One could try to insert his own 
ideas, but this would be immediately refuted by 
hundreds of independent scholars. 

F.R.: So then, when we recognize the central 
truth of the Scriptures — that God’s Word is 
the message of His love to the world, 
manifested in Jesus Christ and His death for 
our sins — we really can’t go far astray. 


What is the best translation? 


S.M.: That's an impossible question, but a 
good one. 

I think there is no one translation that is best 
for everybody. I think people should be en- 
couraged to use any translation of God’s Word 
that speaks to them. 

We have many to choose from. The scholar 
will choose the version translated closely from 
the original languages. Children need the 
simplified versions. 

I personally don’t feel children should be 
saddled with difficult-to-understand- 
Elizabethian English when there are versions 
which are more easily read and understood. 

Bible reading should be enjoyable, 

refreshing. I encourage people to keep several 
translations on their shelves and read them ac- 
cording to their needs. 
F.R.: The paraphrased, such as Phillips, or the 
Living Bible, have met with good reception 
from those just converted to the Lord, too. 
They say it speaks to them, and it is enjoyable 
to read. 

I remember the expression of joy on the face 
of my 8-year-old neice when she could read 
and understand the Living Bible. What a 
delight to her! 

My brother said about their family 
devotional reading that it was ‘‘not a chore to 
even read a book of the Bible in one evening.” 
The children understood it, and if they didn’t 
the parents did and could explain it to them. 
What a blessing! 
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ALONG THE 
CANAL 


Panama, Crossroads of the New World. 

Panama, Middle America’s snake-shaped 
isthmus, severed by the U.S.-built Panama 
Canal. 

Panama, pivot point of world trade, and 
entertainer of tourists and transients. 

Panama, link between north and south, east 
and west. 

Since Balboa gazed down its mountain 
backbone from the Pacific, and since the 
Spanish mules hauled the Inca treasures to the 
Caribbean across its jungle-steamy Royal 
Road, Panama has drawn men to its fertile 
valleys, coastal plains and mountain terrain. 

‘Panama’ is an Indian word meaning 
“abundance of fish.’ When Dr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Edwards were drawn to Panama in 
1928, they had in mind a different kind of 
‘fish’ than those which inhabit the offshore 
waters of this republic. They came as “‘fishers 
of men,”’ with a hook baited with truth and 
love. 

From the beginning the ministry of the 
Foursquare Church in Panama has been as 
varied as the people who participated in it, for 
it took shape in hearts quickened by the Spirit 
and challenged with whatever methods were 
available. And the message came with strong, 
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positive tones and brought deliverance. It does 
that today. 
1975 

Unwilling to live in the past, or to rest on the 
reputation of their predecessors, the Panama- 
nian Foursquare Church today has accepted a 
renewed mandate. The urge to reach those who 
have not yet received Jesus as Lord and Savior 
has challenged this church to establish its 
strategy to reach every village and town in their 
republic within the next 5 years. 

Together the missionary and the national 
leaders are determined to use every available 
method to saturate Panama with the Gospel. 
And already God is directing, as hundreds have 
caught the vision to win at least one person to 
Christ in 1975. 

Aqua Dulce is one of Panama’s cities that 
has never been reached with the full gospel. 
The Chitre Church, just a few miles away, has 
taken this challenge, and is making plans to ex- 
tend its ministry there. 

The Panama City Central Church has inten- 
sified its radio ministry through added prayer 
support. ‘La Iglesia del Aire’ (The Church of 
the Air) attracted a desperate man who was 
about to take his life. To settle his heart — 
broken when his wife had left, taking their 
child with her — this man reached to turn on 
the radio at the same time he opened the dresser 
drawer to take out his gun. 

The radio pastor invited listeners to attend 
the church that evening. He decided to go and 
through the Spirit’s work with him, knelt to 
receive Jesus. 

Panama, with one resident Foursquare mis- 
sionary unit, has 313 churches and meeting 
places. By in large, these congregations were 
started by lay workers who had caught a fever 
for evangelism. As they gathered con- 


gregations, a trained pastor was appointed to 
minister to them. 
National Leaders 

The ministry of national workers, prepared 
in the Bible training program, has been 
enhanced in recent years through the Brief 
Institutes held in various centers throughout 
the country. Those unable to attend Bible 
College in Panama City, or those graduates 
desiring additional training, attend these Bible 
classes. 

Theological Education by Extension — also 
ministers to 150 students through six TEE 
Centers dotted over the nation. 

To be a student in this program one must 
have certain academic achievement. But here is 
a rare exception. One of the students attending 
these extension classes is a mother of several, 
who can neither read or write. Her desire to 
know the Word brought her to the classes 
where \she absorbs all she can. 

When it comes time for exams, her son reads 

the questions to her and as she speaks the 
answers back, he writes them down. 
' The new awakening which the Spirit has 
brought to the Panamanian Christians has also 
spurred personal evangelism. Often many who 
respond to the altar call are making public 
profession of faith received through the 
witness of a friend or relative. 

Home Bible classes and Sunday school ex- 
tension classes, under the direction of the local 
congregation and held in homes throughout 
the cities and villages, are a ministry of that en- 
tire body of believers. 

A recent earthquake in the Darian Province 
was a terrifying experience to the Indians there, 
causing great suffering. But, it also caused 
many to flock to the church and God has used 
this to bring many to Christ, including 16 


youth who lined the altar of a country church 
recently. 

The Guaymi and Taribi Indian tribes deep in 
the Atlantic-side banana zone are not without a 
witness. One Taribi family travels 3 days by 
dugout canoe when they are able to attend the 
church, but they return with the Good News 
for their neighbors. 

The regular classes of a recent pastors’ con- 
ference were often difficult to conduct, for 
everyone was eager to share what God is doing 
in their churches. 

A Growing Challenge 

Today one can walk along a trail in the in- 
terior and hear Christians humming ‘Hay 
Poder,” ‘Power in the Blood.’”’ But this trail 
leads still further into the jungle where there 
are villages which have not heard of the power 
of Jesus’ blood. 

Sitting under a mango tree, listening to the 
prayers of campers, one is reminded of the 
hundreds of other youth they only represent. 

The adobe hut in the mountains which is lit 
by the Gospel of Jesus stands among others 
where that Light has not yet penetrated. 

The need for continued outreach and 
witness is illustrated by the incident which 
confronted Missionary Darlene Coombs when 
she went with a small group of ladies to an in- 
terior village. As she concluded her presenta- 
tion a little lady, who as far as she knew was 
the first in her family to hear the good news, 
and who had just received Jesus as Savior, ap- 
proached Mrs. Coombs. 

“Do you think my mother is lost?’’ she 
asked. 

Uncertain what she meant, the missionary 
questioned her further. Then the little woman 
responded, “I mean, do you think my mother is 
lost? She died before you came.” 
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Who determines the direction and goals of 
the International Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel (ICFG)? 

How are local church members represented 
in the business affairs of the denomination? 

What can I, Mr. Average Church Member, 
contribute to the furtherance of our church? 

These questions are very timely put to the 
church in these months. For, while the simple 
answer is that the Foursquare Church is 
governed by its members, the methods through 
which this is done are more complex. And, 
beginning January 27, the annual business 
meetings of the ICFG begin. 

Foursquare Church bylaws, available to all 
church members upon request and payment of 
a nominal handling fee, declare that the ruling 
body for the ICFG are the people, represented 
by their pastoral staff and delegates from their 
church to the annual international convention. 
The advertised convention, to begin February 
19, is one of these conventions. 

But, prior to this international conclave’s of- 
ficial business sessions, leadership cabinets, 
boards and committees meet to review pending 
business and recommend items to be carried to 
the floor of the convention. Other items may 
also be recommended for the convention 
meetings by delegates and other official church 
representatives. 

Called to meet weekly throughout the year 
and delegated to administer the official 
business of the ICFG is the International Board 
of Directors. This body, comprised of the 
president, corporation officers, elected 
members and other persons appointed by the 
president, are authorized to arrange and ex- 
ecute financial, property and other corporation 
business that comes to it through the channels 
of the home, foreign and Christian Education 
departments. 

Board representation is broad, for in addition 
to international church officers and LIFE Bible 
College director, it includes a layman and a 
pastor, elected by the convention body. 

On January 27 the Home Missions Com- 
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mittee, comprised of the General Supervisor, 
the International Director of Youth and Chris- 
tian Education, and the 10 District Supervisors 
from across Canada and the United States, 
meet for 5 days of preliminary discussion 
regarding the home field. 

As February begins, the Missionary Cabinet 
convenes. This cabinet, comprised of both 
home and foreign representatives — persons 
chosen to represent each church member — 
holds its annual meeting just prior to the Inter- 
national Convention. Its purpose for meeting is 
to review the entire church ministry, and to 
recommend to the Board of Directors, and the 
convention body such business and projections 
as it deems vital to the growth and develop- 
ment of the ICFG. 

Items which annually are considered by this 
body are the world-wide missionary activities 
and budget; missionary candidates; home and 
foreign projections and programs — in general, 
the over-all ministry of the church. Their ad- 
vice and council often determine the direction 
of the International Church. 

Every member and friend of the ICFG can 
participate with these vital annual meetings 
through their prayer support. Careful con- 
sideration is given to each item brought before 
these leaders. They seek the direction of God in 
behalf of that portion of His work which He 
has delegated to the Foursquare Church 
around the world. The men and women chosen 
to serve in leadership positions have tremen- 
dous tasks before them. 

In reality, one of the purposes of the Inter- 
national Board, Missionary Cabinet and the 
Convention is to support the local church in 
realizing its objectives and in succeeding in its 
goals, as God directs. And, they seek the 
prayers of each member as they deliberate in 
these important days. 

How can you guide your Church? Pray for 
it. Send your ministerial staff to the Inter- 
national Convention. And plan to attend the 
Convention yourself, to share in the decision- 
making. 
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Is it really like they say? Gangsters running 
through the streets with big hats and machine 
guns?” 

A perplexed Ecuadorian asked the mis- 
sionary these questions when he learned the 
missionary had visited Chicago. 

And the question which followed was 
equally as surprising, ‘“Why do they still travel 
around on horses out west?” 

Obviously, this young person had been 
watching old movies on television, and his 
image of the United States was a bit clouded. 

Another Latin American Christian, retur- 
ning home from a visit to the U.S. exclaimed, 
“Tl saw what I never knew existed! They have 
poor people in the U.S., too!” 

Most Americans this gentleman had seen 
had been wealthy businessmen, or well-heeled 
tourists. He had never seen a poor American. 
This, of course, is understandable, since it is 
not easy to travel around the world without 
some financial resources. Naturally, his 
assumption was that all Americans have rather 
endless resources. 

The youth in Venezuela found it hard to 
believe the visitors they questioned, when 
these North Americans insisted that all the 
young people of their nation were not “hippy- 
type.’ Even though those they talked with 
looked much like them, the news media’s com- 
munication had biased their view of their 
counterparts in the U.S. 

It may seem strange to us that people of 
other countries conjure such opinions of us. 
We know it’s not a true picture. But, what 
comes to your mind when you hear about a 
missionary in Africa, or Asia, or Latin 
America? 
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Do you envision David Livingston, trudging 
through the jungles with half-naked natives at 
his side? 

Does Latin America provoke a sleeping 
character with a big sombrero, lazing under the 
cactus? 

If so, you may have formed a false image of 
what the rest of the world is like. 

Today, many of the once less-developed 
countries of 15 years ago, have spanned the 
time to advance to 1974 standards. National 
pastors have keen insight into today’s 
problems, and how to reach their communities. 
Many are well educated, some with the special 
training of two cultures as well as the Spirit's 


quickening. 
Cities as modern as Los Angeles — and some 
more modern — dot foreign countries. 


Technology, clothing styles, attitudes of youth, 
and present thinking parallel those we possess 
in North America. 

It’s a-small world. And, proper attitudes and 
understanding toward the peoples of the world 
help Christians to know how best to identify 
with missions, and how to properly pray for 
missionaries. 

A short time ago a Christian visited the mis- 
sion station in the Darien province in Panama. 
His shock at this jungle station manifested 
itself in these words, ‘‘But these people aren't 
ignorant primitives; they are really sharp!” 
Then he added, ‘““Come to think of it, this is the 
way it is supposed to be! I wouldn’t expect 
them to be the same after several years of the 
Gospel in their midst.” 

And they aren't. The Gospel makes the 
difference. So does prayer. 
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xpo ’74 and High Bridge Park are two sites 
the people of Spokane, Washington, have not 
just become familiar with, but have ex- 
perienced. 

Expo, a World’s Fair experience, brought 
thousands of visitors to this growing Inland 
Empire city during 1974, and established a new 
city-center exhibit which will remain. 

High Bridge Park is equally as notorious. 
This site, west of the city — a gully beneath the 
railroad bridge — has been designated by city 
officials as a camping area for itinerate youth. 
Like those persons who frequented Expo, few 
of these who stop here remain for long. There, 
drugs and public nudity are a way of life; 
hollow eyes and searching spirits plague most 
stoppers-by. 

And, on the edge of this city, in a growing 
suburb known as Spokane Valley, another 
landmark is being established. But, this site, the 
Foursquare Church, is becoming home to 
many, and few are merely passing through. 
God is at work here, perfecting this body of 
believers. 

Frustrated from years of fruitless efforts, 
while yet persuaded that the message he 
preached was life-giving, Pastor Lloyd Powell 
sensed a personal need for a releasing ex- 
perience in his ministry. 

“| had tried to persuade people about Jesus, 
and win them. I had preached that the Word 
was powerful and could change lives, and 
while this is true, I saw little result of it. 
Desperately, I beseeched the Lord.” 

Three significant things happened which 
armed Lloyd Powell for more effective 
ministry. 

“God brought a realization that personal 
evangelism — not just by the pastor, but by the 
rest of the church body, too — was vital. And, 
He revealed that this presentation must be 
positive, clearly presented and quickened by 
the Holy Spirit, Who, after all is the only One 
who can make Jesus real. 


“The second event which occurred was an 
encounter with an evangelist. All this man did 
was present the truth, explain the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the life, and then let Him do the 
rest. He did not have to manufacture “‘affects”’ 
or muster up enthusiasm. The Holy Spirit took 
care of all that. The results were Christians 
who experienced a new and genuine touch of 
the Spirit — they were truly baptized in the 
Holy Spirit and bore witness of this in their 
lives. 
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“In our area there had been sufficient 
demonstration of what some were calling a 
“deliverance ministry’ to kindle uncertainty 
and confusion in the minds of some. Long 
hours of ‘wrestling with the devil’ and ‘speak- 
ing to spirits’ seemed almost to laud the enemy 
rather than bring glory to God. I didn’t want 
this, but I did desire to see men set free from 
habits, attitudes and other binding forces of 
Satan. 

“God let us again come in contact with a 
brother whom He was using to bring true Bible 
deliverance to His people. And, I told God, 
‘Lord, I’m open for that.’ ”’ 

As a result of an open spirit and a desire to 
be used, God began putting together a whole 
man He could use effectively. Along with this, 
God directed Rev. and Mrs. Powell to Spokane 
Valley, and to a body of believers who were 
hungry for the Word and open to His Spirit. 
Before long He began allowing opportunity to 
practice the teachings He had given. An ex- 
ample of this is Walt. 

“Walt worked at a steel foundry. God drew 
us together and we spent many evenings in the 
Word and prayer. God was allowing me to dis- 
ciple him. His ministry reached out at the foun- 
dry, and before long he had led Jim and Judy to 
the Lord. 

“Now Walt was discipling them. He nur- 
tured them in the Word, and within a year Jim 
and Judy were teaching others. One week Jim 
introduced a dozen people to Jesus. This chain 
reaction was repeated over and over.” 

Then came the second step. 

‘God began sending people who were bound 
with drugs and dominated by spirits. He 
delivered them as we prayed. They brought 
others. 

Rick Heironymus was one of these. One 
night, while Rick was high on drugs, he met a 
young man from the church. Rick accepted 
Jesus on the street, and almost immediately 
became very ill. Taken to a friend’s house, his 
condition worsened, and the convulsions 
quickened. Finally the pastor was called. 

Pastor Powell prayed with Rick and a 
miracle of deliverance was the result. The peace 
of Jesus flooded his spirit, and soon he was 
asleep. 

“God has prepared the hearts of our con- 
gregation, too. They looked beyond the hair or 
dress, or the bare feet, but just loved and 
accepted anyone who came into our church. 
They began ministering to whatever need 
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appeared. 

‘As the people ministered, our church began 
to grow,” Pastor Powell recalls, ‘‘and soon we 
needed added facilities. God opened this door, 
and today we have a building which is ade- 
quate for the nearly 300 who worship, attend 
Bible classes and train for outreach ministries 
with us. In spite of the hundreds of man-hours 
invested in building our new church, last year 
696 people were saved and 326 filled with the 
Spirit in our fellowship.” 

When Expo ’74 came to their city, this 
church saw another opportunity for ministry. 
Many of the members spent much of their 
summer as counselors at the Sermons from 
Science Pavillion on the Expo site. 

Street people ministries were needed, and the 
Haven of Rest Switchboard came into being. 

‘Just like telephone switchboards plug in 
cords so people can communicate, our 
Switchboard allows communication for Christ. 
The brainchild of Bob Watkey, the 
Switchboard welcomes kids off the trains 
which stop in our city, or those from any other 
place. A visit to our rented “crash pad’’ down- 
town, or a call to our emergency hotline 
(509/325-2162) ‘plugs-in’ the needy to Chris- 
tian homes which are open, available and ready 
to receive them. And, you can be sure many are 
‘plugged-in’ to the reality of Jesus, too.” 


Bob Guidici was led to Jesus through the. 


Switchboard. His participation in the High 
Bridge Park scene was more frustrating than 
rewarding. One day he came by the 
Switchboard, but did not stay. 

Before long he came to the realization that he 
had to have peace of mind and heart, and that 
he wasn’t finding it at the park. It occurred to 
him that the only place he had ever been where 
he sensed real people and peace was at the 
Switchboard. He returned and was led to the 
Lord. 

Pastor Powell remembers, “About 18 years 
ago, when I was having a little problem being a 
“theologian” and Bible critic, God dealt with 
me about loving people. I determined to give 
myself to this — it has become almost a voca- 
tion. This was His way of conditioning me for 
our ministry here. 

‘God had to prepare my heart and teach me 
before He could allow me a fuller ministry. I’m 
glad He did that. 

“TI remember saying to Him, ‘I'll trust You. I 
want to be used of You.’ And He has done the 
work.” 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS: 


Revival continues in Brazil. In the State of 
Minas Gerais, a few more than 1,700 were bap- 
tized in water during a day-long service con- 
ducted by 20 pastors, each of whom baptized 
his own recent converts. 

In a new church in the city of Belem, Para, 
time permitted only just over half of the 2,400 
new converts who attended the baptismal class 
to be baptized early in November. 

The UFW National Congress held in Sao 
Paulo reported a total membership this year of 
w5 330: 

Rev. and Mrs. Fred Wymore and Rev. and 
Mrs. Jerry Chapman were recent guests at the 
Brazil ministerial retreat. 

The 17 evangelism seminars presented at the 
Taesung Christian Schools in the Taejon, 
Korea area accommodated the almost 7,000 
students in these schools. These seminars, 
designed to present both an evangelistic appeal 
and a time of training for effective evangelism 
outreach, were presented by Rev. and Mrs. 
Ron Meyers. 

The fruitfulness of the New Guinea national 
pastors’ ministry is often evidenced when the 
missionary is invited to come for a water bap- 
tismal service. From such a trip this report 
came, ‘Twenty-six persons received Christ 
following a water baptismal service when 25 
others were baptized in a chilly mountain 
stream. In this same meeting 17 received the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. 

‘In another place one young man, baptized 
with 16 other new believers, testified, ‘Before I 
was a real humbug boy. I would steal from my 
people, and kill my neighbor’s pigs, and do a 
lot of bad things. But since I have given my 
heart to Jesus, have received the Holy Spirit, 
and know the Bible, I am a different person. 
Now I want to be baptized just like Jesus was.’ ” 

Missionary Garth vanHuet, New Guinea, 
asked how much longer the walk was to the 
mountain village where the baptismal service 
would be held. “Long we liklik Masta” (Just a 
little further), came the reply. After another 90 
minutes, traveling up and down several moun- 
tains, they arrived to find a muddy stream 
dammed off, and the national pastor lined up 
with 32 converts to be baptized. ‘“The hard 
climb was worth it,” said Rev. vanHuet. 

Students from the English Bible School 
recently went on an “Evangelistic Hike’ from 
village to village to preach God’s Word. Many 
were saved and healed, and several filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 

Paul Ihanimo, a national teacher in the 


English Bible School said, “Sure enough, the 
Lord’s presence was with us even as in the 
wilderness journey of Israel. Many were healed 
instantly as we used the name of Jesus with 
authority. 

“Every village we went into was relieved and 
refreshed with the Holy Spirit, and the 
Christians were united in worship and praise to 
God.”’ 

One New Guinean camper testified, ‘“Many 
missions have come to our country but they 
have only brought a lamp with no light (God's 
Word without power), or a lamp without 
kerosene. But, now we have God’s Word with 
the Holy Spirit and we will tell many of Jesus.” 

Quickened by the Spirit and equipped 
through training in the Word, the Hong Kong 
youth recently confronted many on their 
streets with the gospel. Over 100 persons 
accepted Christ in this street evangelism. 

The tiny daughter of one of the Hong Kong 
believers was struck by a motorcycle and 
critically injured. Doctors gave little hope of 
recovery because of severe head injury. 

As the congregation prayed together, within 
days she was up and ready to return home, 
completely normal. 

In Guatemala, near Jalapa, one of the 
Guatemalan pastors has been used of God to 
establish 11 congregations who meet together 
for Bible study and prayer. While only one of 
the groups has a church building, the others 
have not been hampered from taking the 
Gospel to their villages, and are seeing others 
won to Christ. 


In a small village in Guatemala four young 
people accepted the Lord. Relatives became 
very angry and gathered many men of the 
village to persecute the church. The angry mob 
stormed the church with machetes and sticks, 
demanding the money which they thought the 
preacher had given to the people so they would 
receive the “evangelio” (gospel). God protected 
them and officials promised help to these 
believers. 
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Update: Honduras. While weather con- 
ditions have improved after Hurricane ‘’Fifi,”’ 
the needs for ministry continue to be great. 

Reports from Foursquare missionaries there 
tell of their ministry to thousands. ‘We 
prepared meals for about 700 people each day 
for nearly a week. Also, 1600 pounds of rice, 
beans, and sugar were distributed. In Progresso 
we also gave food to various members who had 
to be housed in the church building.” 

Rev. Gadberry reported, ‘The river just 
above us broke, but the waters took another 
course, about 3 blocks from our street, allow- 
ing us to use our house as a distribution center. 
Many of our families found their homes full of 
mud or completely destroyed. We rejoice that 
no Foursquare members lost their lives, and 
while several churches were damaged, none 
were destroyed. 


TTERS TO THE EDITOR: 


Missions Reversal 

I can’t tell you what a blessing it was to read 
the ADVANCE. 

The question and answer piece (September) 
by our missions department staff was so infor- 
mative. I realized why I was indifferent to mis- 
sions; I didn’t know anything about it. The 
missionaries were not real people to me. I 
couldn’t identify with people far away with a 
culture, skin, and language foreign to mine. I 
feel very different about missions now. 

LIFE Bible College. N.S. 


Regrets 

Please take our name off your mailing list; 
we are not a part of your church. 

I believe the true Christians on this earth are 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
Santa Cruz, Ca. K.I.W. 


Thanks 

Thanks for the ADVANCE. Especially en- 
joyed Yellow Cab and Submission articles. 
Portland, Or. T.H.C. 


Many thanks for continuing to send the 
ADVANCE. How I would love to visit 
‘Angelus Temple one day; maybe next fall 
when I hope to visit the States as a birthday 
present to myself in my “Life begins at 60” 
maxim. 

BBC (British Broadcasting Company) 
recently aired a television film which briefly 
showed your missionaires conducting a sing- 
song with the children in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
W. Sussex, England S.B. 
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“Many people in the country areas and 
villages are in emergency conditions, having 
lost their homes, crops and income. It will be at 
least 6 months before they are able to realize 
any income at all. 

“The congregations of another Pentecostal 
church were in the hardest hit areas, and we 
have been able to work together and care for 
these people. We were able to minister to a 
Catholic group who needed blankets, too. We 
have been unable yet to get food and clothing 
to Valle de Leon, where we have 25 families. 

“In spite of all the confusion and turmoil the 
Holy Spirit is bringing peace to hearts. We saw 
some of our young people who had been 
spiritually defeated, melt before the Lord in re- 
cent meetings.” 

They added, ‘’Pray for us. We are very 
weary.” 


Congratulations on the new format of the 
ADVANCE! You have prominently yet 
reservedly, and tastefully brought all facets — 
editorials, art, etc. — to a new dimension. Well 
done. 

The size returns me to my days of being 
editor (1926-36). 

Burbank, Ca. D.M. 


Submission 

Received my copy of ADVANCE. The ser- 
mon by Aimee Semple McPherson was really 
neat! Please continue to print them for us who 
have never had a chance to read or hear them. 

Also, thank you for the submission article. I 
know how hard it is to get there. I thank the 
Lord for the wonderful blessing of submission 
in marriage. 


Spokane, Wn. M.F. 


I really can’t begin to state the strong reac- 
tion I feel when I read the article, ‘Must I Sub- 
mit When I Am Right?” 

The writer says, ‘My husband is an 
alcoholic.’’ That statement tells me her hus- 
band is ‘dead in trespasses and sin’’; bound by 
the power of Satan. 

Then later she says, “I don’t want to live out 
from under my husband’s covering any 
longer.’’ Please tell me what covering is her 
husband providing, surely not a spiritual 
covering? 

She states, ‘If the Christian wife is going to 
show the unbelieving husband what 
Christianity is, she must be submissive to 
God's order.’’ The Word instructs me that 
God’s order is ‘Submit yourselves to God.” 
His commandments and laws take presidence 
over any other law or commandment. 

Las Vegas, Ne. C.D. 


To work the puzzle, fill in the blanks with 


words from Mark 12:33, in the Living Bible. 
Some read across and some read down. How 
are you living out this verse? 


“It is far more important to love him with all Wea ns 
my heart and understanding and strength, and pei OS Ae Bie. Files 
love others as myself, than to offer all kinds of rae 
sacrifices on the altar of the Temple.” 


“The Church is not simply an asse 
Jesus’ followers; it is above all the prese 
Needs just don’t come in designated sizes at Jesus among men, living and active 
designated times. O’Connor ; 
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